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Due to wildfires that frequently affect the Orlando area, it is necessary to take precautions for those individuals who may suffer from respiratory problems.

Chain of Command- 

The responsibility for terminating an athletic activity due to poor air quality lies with a UCF certified athletic trainer (practices) or a UCF Game Administrator (games).

· A UCF certified athletic trainer will advise the UCF Game Administrator, the head coach and/or his/her designee, and a game official / umpire of the Air Quality Index (AQI) and will keep these individuals updated at regular intervals.

· If the head coach is not present, an assistant coach will assume responsibility.  

· If a coach and/or game official / umpire makes the decision to hold / continue  a practice or game despite a poor air quality warning, the cancellation of classes, and/or the verbal instruction by a UCF certified  athletic trainer or UCF Game Administrator, they will be doing so against the recommendations of the UCF Athletics Department, and will be personally liable for any and all injuries.  
Criteria For Cancellation / Postponement of Activities Due to Poor Air Quality-

The policy of the University of Central Florida Athletics Department will be as follows:

a) The UCF certified athletic trainer will consult the Orange County Health Department website, www.orchd.state.fl.us, for up to date Air Quality Index (AQI) readings and statistics on populations that may be affected by poor air quality.  

b) The UCF Athletics Department will utilize the following table with regards to the AQI and recommendations for practice / game restrictions.

	Air Quality

Index (AQI)
	Description
	Practice Restriction

Recommendations

	101 – 150


	Unhealthy for sensitive groups
	Those student-athletes with respiratory illnesses will be removed from outside activity.



	150 – 200


	Unhealthy
	Those student-athletes with respiratory illnesses will be removed from outside activity.  All other student-athletes will be closely monitored.



	201 – 300


	Very Unhealthy
	ALL student-athletes will be removed from outside activity.



	> 300


	Hazardous
	ALL student-athletes will be removed from outside activity.




c) A UCF certified athletic trainer will continually update the following people with regards to the air quality and recommendations for outside activity.

· UCF Athletics Department administration;

· UCF head coaches and/or his/her designee(s);

· Strength and conditioning staff;

· Facilities & Operations staff;  and

· Game officials / umpires.

d) If the UCF administration has cancelled classes at the university due to wildfire danger, poor air quality, and/or other severe weather, the UCF Athletics Department strongly recommends the cancellation of games, practices, and other outside activities.

e) All individuals should have the right to leave a site or activity, without fear of repercussion or penalty, in order to seek a safe structure or location if they feel that they are in danger from a poor air quality and/or severe weather.  

PAGE  
5.16
UCF Sports Medicine

07/19/02

