May 1. 2009
To:  District Two Athletic Training Program Directors and Student Leaders:

The gauntlet has been dropped and the line in the sand has been drawn, District 3 Program Directors have challenged the rest of the Program Directors by NATA District to generate financial support for the Foundation Capital Campaign. The District 2 Executive Council, Student Athletic Training Committee and Foundation Chair, as the premiere athletic training leaders in the country, ask that you meet and exceed this challenge. 
 

As you may have recently read in a recent edition of the NATA News, The Foundation has begun a Campaign to endow over one million in Scholarships and one million in Research Grants.  As the District 2 Chair of the Foundation, I am inviting you and your students to accept the challenge.  In the past, The Foundation has operated as a “pass through” organization.  Any money donated has been passed back to the membership in the form of Free Communication, Poster Presentations, scholarships and research grants. Research is a very crucial component of our profession, and in order to move forward and stay ahead of our competition, we must continue to publish quality peer reviewed information.  This is especially important in our present political climate (CMS, practice restriction issues, etc).  Research is what drives our profession and what we do as "practicing" athletic trainers.  The NATA Foundation receives many applications for quality research grants and projects.  Many of the proposals are VERY GOOD and will help advance our profession, but due to lack of funds in the NATA Foundation accounts, they get denied or deferred.

 

Here is the Challenge: Each of our 38 District 2 accredited athletic training education program student groups agree to pledge $500.00 annually for five years to the NATA Foundation Capital Campaign Endowment drive. The students will also solicit program alumni for matching pledges, and in turn each programs staff would match that $500 pledge .That would give us a minimum of $1500 annually from each AT program.  This  would generate $57,000 annually and $285,000 over the life of the pledge to add to one of the current District 2 growth endowments. Each AT program will be able to choose which endowment to support, they will receive a reorganization award (special baseball bat or decorative display tile) from the foundation, and have partial ownership in the endowment (receive annual financial reports on the fund and notification of awardees).  If the $1500 yearly pledge is not feasible, please find a number that is functional in your situation, but realize that a minimum pledge of $5000 over 5 years is needed for recognition!  Also each years top donor school will receive 5 free EATA registrations and recognition at the EATA Meeting and the NATA Foundation event during the annual meeting.
 

 Currently the growth endowments available are:
The Richard Malacrea Research Endowment.  Named after Dick Malacrea NATA and ATSNJ Hall of Famer From New Jersey and champion of the first AT practice act in New Jersey.  This is the first Foundation Endowment and granted its first grant in 2008, at the Masters Level. Funds continue to be raised through the ATSNJ Golf outing, member solicitation and planned giving programs with the hope of eventually endowing a generous general research grant. 

The Theodore Quedenfeld Research Endowment.  Named after Ted Quedenfeld, a PATS and NATA Hall of Famer, researcher, and founder of the Clinical Athletic Trainer.  Funds are being raised to endow a Masters Level Grant with the hope of eventually endowing a generous general research grant.
The Edward Pillings Scholarship and Research Endowment.  Named after Ed Pillings former West Point Athletic Trainer and NATA Hall of Famer.  This endowment was started with generous support from Ed’s family and current Solicitation from Army athletic alums.

The Stephen E. Bair Foundation Management Endowment.   Named after Steve Bair, an ATSNJ and NATA Hall of Famer.  Funds are being raised so that the interest from this fund will support the management and infra structure of the NATA Research and Education Foundation.
 

The student fund-raising aspect would be institutional and completely up to each program.  Some may choose to have a 50-50 raffle for a door prize, others could offer BP checks/Body Fat-Fitness Checks at basketball games for $1.00 or $2.00 donations and even car washes, etc.  As we all know, students can be quite creative.  Our hope is to make the Fund Raising Goal a reachable and attainable amount regardless of the number of students in each curriculum.  If certain athletic training programs are able to, great! 
 

The District 2 Executive Council, The D2 Student leadership, and the District 2 Foundation Capital Campaign Working group hope each of you will want to get your program involved.  District 3 already has 34 of their 47 programs participating in a similar endeavor, so I realize we are going to have to, play “catch up”.  Someone will be contacting you by phone in the near future.  Your yearly time table will function for 12 months from the time you sign your pledge.
 
This is a great cause and will be a great reflection on you and your program. I’m sure that one of your goals is to develop young athletic trainer leaders and volunteers. This is a wonderful place to start and a great opportunity for you to teach your students about networking, the Foundation, and the Research Process. Please respond to me at your earliest convenience and let me know of your students’ willingness to undertake this challenge. Hopefully, many of them will benefit from these grants and scholarships participate in free communications, poster presentations, and publish some great research.

 

If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me and I will be happy to try and answer them.

 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

 

Steve Bair
District 2 Chair

NATA Foundation Board of Directors

